Vascular effects of erythropoietin and anemia correction.
Since its introduction for clinical use a decade ago, recombinant human erythropoietin (rHuEPO) has revolutionized the management of the anemia of end-stage renal disease. Soon after its release, it became evident that the biological targets of rHuEPO were not limited to the erythroid progenitor cells. Instead, numerous clinical and laboratory studies have shown the modulatory action of rHuEPO on a wide array of cell types and organ systems. The present article is intended to provide an overview of the modulatory actions of rHuEPO on the production and action of vasoregulatory factors and its direct and indirect effects on vascular function and structure.